
udi’s original A3
made a significant
impact on the car
market back in 1996,
being the first truly

luxurious small hatchback. It also found
wide appeal with many drivers, from the
blue rinse brigade, who loved its classy
looks and exclusivity, to enthusiasts
who found the 150bhp 1.8T more fun
than any Golf GTi bar the expensive VR6.
Few will forget their first spin in a 1.8T,
whose turbo served up low-down torque
that matched most diesels of the time,
giving ‘point-and-squirt’ performance
that set new standards for accessibility.
So when the new model arrived in late

More power? But 138bhp doesn’t match
the 150bhp of the old GT TDI Golf? Well,
the base 138bhp tune level of the new
2.0 TDI represents merely a starting
point, and there will undoubtedly be
more to come from factory engines in
time. Meanwhile, we had the opportunity
to see what the renowned (and 100%
British) Superchips could produce from
the new engine, and to sample the on-
road performance of their own, house-
tuned, A3 2.0 TDI Sport.
We’re accustomed to VAG’s traditional
modesty on quoted power outputs, but
the 156bhp (18bhp over spec.) at
4,100rpm measured on the Superchips
rolling road dynamometer rather threw
down the gauntlet, along with 254 lb ft
of peak torque – again up on the
claimed 236lb.ft. Just how do you
improve on that?
Over an extended ECU re-programming
development exercise, Superchips
discarded some extreme variations that
produced almost mind-boggling power
levels, but which it felt slightly
compromised driveability. Not that the

2003 it already had an extremely tough
act to follow. As in 1996, it was a
sampler of what was to follow in a new
Golf, in terms of chassis and
suspension, but with Audi’s
individualistic interpretation of those
fundamentals. But the new A3 also
launched an even more significant new
era of 16-valve TDI power, with a totally
new 138bhp 2.0litre engine, using the
latest principles of TDI Pumpe-Düse
technology and a cross-flow cylinder
head, with double overhead camshafts,
to produce more power and refinement,
yet with lower emissions.
The engine is indeed more refined than
the old TDI, particularly when spinning
freely, which it does happily up to
4,800rpm, whilst still producing its
meaningful urge in typical TDI style
between 1800 and 3500rpm. There’s a
subtle smoothing of the familiar mid-
range turbo surge that comes with the
130bhp and 150bhp 1.9 TDIs, but an
elevated quality of power delivery that
wins over petrol fans and yet doesn’t
disappoint diesel enthusiasts.
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“…what do
you call the
Superchips
A3? ‘Quick’ is
somewhat
understated,
yet the word
‘shattering’
suggests an
unruly
quality that
just isn’t
there…”
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7.0 seconds paint a better picture of the
standard car than its modest 0-60mph
figure of 9 seconds plus. But this
Superchips A3 is just something else!
Those key figures drop to 3.9 seconds
(30-50 in 4th) and 5.6 seconds, (50-70 in
5th) and I recorded a 50-70mph figure
of 6.8 seconds in the long-legged 6th
gear that makes the eight seconds plus
for a 237bhp Golf R32 in 6th look
somewhat flabby!
On the road, there’s a searing,
seemingly endless surge of pulling
power, the engine revving freely and
eagerly from below 2,000rpm to just
short of 5,000rpm, and in just about any
gear it’s just a case of prod the pedal
and go! Short of supercars, and highly-
tuned rally look-alikes, there’s as much
real life performance as anyone could
arguably need. Let’s go back to those
in-gear figures again. The Superchips
A3 in 4th gear matches an Impreza
WRX in 3rd for 30-50mph, and its 5th
gear 50-70mph adds only fractions to
the Scooby’s figures in 4th! And the
Impreza is a car famed for its flexibility
– so what do you call the Superchips
A3? ‘Quick’ is somewhat understated,
yet the word ‘shattering’ suggests an
unruly quality that just isn’t there –
because the car is smooth, flexible, and
docile when in everyday traffic and
poodling through 30mph speed limits.
Your Granny could drive it with no
problems – just tell her not to push too

hard with her right foot!  Overall, the
car is just hugely more responsive, with
a particularly strong extra urge and
flexibility between 1,500 and 2,200rpm
that delivers added pleasure and
confidence in all driving situations.  
The extra performance asks some
questions of the sports suspension and
the fat, low-profile rubber on the stylish
standard alloys, but it probably wouldn’t
benefit much from any further firming
up. It might spoil the acceptably good
comfort/roadholding compromise.
There aren’t too many messages from
the steering wheel, but traction control
looks after over-enthusiasm when grip
is questionable and, together with the
benefit of fine brakes, the car always
feels perfectly safe, as long as the
overall rapidity of one’s progress is
borne in mind.
At £511.13 inclusive, the Superchips
conversion isn’t even ‘reassuringly
expensive’ as some purveyors of
overpriced goods often describe them.
But there’s plenty of reassurance from
Superchips’ long pedigree in electronic
tuning, and a unique ‘peace of mind’
warranty against the most unlikely event
of any mechanical failure that is not
covered by the manufacturer. The new
2.0 TDI engine will form the backbone of
VAG’s 4-cylinder diesel power unit range
for years to come, and this conversion
will give similar results on the new Golf
2.0 GT TDI, or give you the quickest MPV
bar none in a Touran! This conversion
uses new techniques and as a result is
only available at selected Superchips
agent at present. Full details on this and
a full range of diesel conversions are
available at www.Superchips.co.uk or on
01280 816781. 

preferred level of tune is anything too
shabby, with a measured power output
up by over 18% to a stunning 185bhp at
just 3,900rpm! The torque climbs
similarly, by 15%, with a figure at
2,200rpm of 293 lb.ft that bears
comparison with the 295lb.ft of the 35%
larger capacity Mercedes E 270 CDi
motor. No small step indeed!
Words don’t roll too easily from the
keyboard in attempting to describe the
on-road performance of the converted
car, bearing in mind that the standard
machine is far from sluggish. In-gear
30-50mph (in 4th) and 50-70mph (in
5th) times of around 5.5 seconds and

The A3 that we used was already over VAG’s claimed outputs but, as you can see, we manged to get even more!

You too could get 293 lb ft out of your A3!
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“Superchips
discarded
some extreme
variations that
produced
almost mind-
boggling
power levels,
but which it
felt slightly
compromised
driveability.”


